
 
 

2003 Chester-Kidder Red Wine 
Columbia Valley 

Gilles Nicault, Winemaker 
 
Tasting Notes:  Vibrant blackberry aromas are enhanced by hints of chocolate and 
mocha.  Rich and complex, the mouth feel is round and balanced with lush, soft tannins.  
A lengthy finish lingers with a seamless impression of dark fruit. 
 
Vintage:  Collectors who enjoy big, rich, fruit-forward wines will find Columbia 
Valley’s 2003 vintage to their liking.  This was one of Washington’s warmest seasons on 
record with overall heat accumulation rivaling the high numbers posted in 1998.  
Temperatures were warm from June to August, allowing grapes to reach an exceptional 
level of maturity.  In short, it was a wonderful vintage from start to finish.    
 
Winemaking:  Chester-Kidder is a hand-crafted blend of classic red Bordeaux varietals 
and Syrah, styled for complexity and elegance.  Fermented in small lots and aged 27 
months in tight-grain French oak, winemaker Gilles Nicault and Long Shadows founder 
Allen Shoup, selected a diverse collection of Columbia Valley’s finest vineyards to create 
a layered wine with ripe fruit character that is reflective of the vintage.   
 
Vineyards:  The 2003 Chester-Kidder represents a diverse collection of select Columbia 
Valley vineyards, all farmed for low yields, resulting in a rich, multi-dimensional blend.  
Cabernet Sauvignon from the old vines at Sagemoor Vineyards, near Pasco, contributes 
complexity and deep flavors to the wine; Cabernet from Weinbau Vineyard on 
theWahluke Slope gives the wine rich tannins; Walla Walla Syrah adds dark, lush 
flavors. 
 

Alcohol: 14.3%  
pH: 3.88 

TA: 0.65 grams/100ml 
 

Blend: 38% Cabernet Sauvignon 
29% Syrah 

14% Merlot 
12% Cabernet Franc 

5% Malbec 
2% Petit Verdot 

 
 Release date:  July 2006 

Production: 772 cases 


